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SOURCE: 

RESPONDENT: 

RELEVANT STATUTES: 

RAD REFERRAL 12L-04 
DATE RECEIVED: February 2,2012 
DATE ACTIVATED: April 3,2012 

EARLIEST SOL: February 20,2013 
LATEST SOL: February 20,2016 

Internally Generated 

National Organization fiir Women PAC and 
Ailendra Letsome, in faer official cqiacity as 
treasurer 

2 U.S.C.§ 434(b) 
11 C.F.R.§ 104.3 

Disclosure Repoits 

None 

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED: 

FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED: 

L INTRODUCTION 

Tfae Rqiorts Analysis Division ("RAD") refeired tfae National Organization for Women 

PAC and Ailendra Letsome, in faer official capacity as treasurer, C*Committee") to the Office of 

tfae General Counsel ("OGC") fiir fidluig to disclose, in die aggregate, $82,953.49 ui receipts and 

$143,899.65 ui disbursements. In total, the Committee filed 30 erroneous disclosure reports witfa 

tfae Comniuision fixim 2008 to 2011. fai response, tfae Cominittee acknowledges the rqiorting 

errors but requests that tfae Commission take no furtfaer action and send tfae Committee an 

admonisfament letter, or altematively refer tfae matter to Alternative Dispute Resolution 

("ADR"). 

Based on the available infiirmation, we reconunend tfaat tfae Commission open a MUR in 

connection witfa RR 12L-04 and find reason to believe tfaat the Committee violated 2 U.S.C. 
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§ 434(b) by fiuling to disclose accurately receipts and disbursements in rqiorts to the 

Commission. . 

4 IL FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS 

5 A. Factual Background 

6 From Marcfa 28 to 30,2011, tfae Committee amended 30 reports to tfae Commission to 

7 disclose additional receipts totaling $82,953.49 and additional disbursements totaling 

8 $143,899.65. Tfaese amendments are reflected in tfae cfaart below. 

Report Dateof 
Amendment 

Incivased 
Receipts 

Increased 
Disbursements 

Total 

2008 February Monddy Marcfa 28,2011 NA $2,279.75 $2,279.75 

2008 March Monddy Man^28,2011 $1,755.10 $2,014.93 $3,790.03 

2008 April Monddy Marcfa 28,2011 $2,118.00 NA $2,118.00 

2008 May Monddy March 28,2011 $415.95 NA $415.95 

2008 June Montfaly Marcfa 28,2011 $7,374.00 $5,927.81 $13,301.81 
2008 July Monddy Man:fa28,2011 $282.00 $8,507.95 $8,789.95 
2008 August Monddy Marcfa 28,2011 $1,667.30 $18,000.00 $19,667.30 

2008 September Montfaly Man:h28,2011 $27,181.81 $23,000.00 $50,181.81 
2008 October Montfaly Man:fa28,2011 $14,353.78 $13,907.75 $28,261.53 

2008 12 Day Pre-General Marcfa 28,2011 NA $23,000.00 $23,000.00 

2008 30 Day Post-General Marcfa 28,2011 $17,121.51 $21,000.50 $38,122.01 

2008 Year-End Marcfa 28,2011 $363.60 $17,000.00 $17,363.60-
2009 February Monddy Marcfa 28,2011 $247.00 NA $247.00 

2009 Marcfa Monddy March 30.2011 $2,225.00 NA S2.225.00 
2009 April Monddy Marcfa 30,2011 $1,225.00 $1,000.00 $2,225.00 

2009 May Monddy Marcfa 30,2011 $947.05 $390.00 $1,337.05 

2009 June Mondily Marcfa 30,2011 $1,274.29 $49.11 $1,323.40 

2009 December Monddy March 30,2011 $221.15 $2,770.25 $2,991.40 

2009 Year-End Marcfa 30,2011 $424.48 NA $424.48 
2010 February Monddy March 30,2011 $388.98 $1,700.45 S2.089.43 

2010 Marcfa Montfaly March 30,2011 $293.74 NA $293.74 
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2010 April Monddy Marcfa 30.2011 $319.84 NA $319.84 
2010 May Monddy Marcfa 30.2011 $275.17 $136.99 $412.16 
2010 June Monddy March 30,2011 $521.00 $434.41 $955.41 
2010 July Monddy March 30,2011 $178.00 NA $178.00 
2010 August Monddy March 30,2011 $198.00 NA $198.00 
2010 Sqitember Monddy March 30,2011 $450.13 $129.30 $579.43 

2010 12 Day Pre-General Marcfa 30,2011 $648.59 $2,650.45 $3,299.04 

2010 Year-End March 30,2011 $15.00 NA $15.00 
2011 February Montfaly Marcfa 30,2011 $468.02 NA $468.02 

TOTAL $82,953.49 $143,899.65 $226,873.14 

1 Following diese numerous amendments, on October 13.2011, RAD sent tfae Committee a 

2 Request for Additional Information CRFAF*) inquiring about tfae increased activity disclosed on 

3 tfaese rqiorts. Letter fiom Kevin Fortkiewicz, Campaign Fuiance Analyst, Federal Election 

4 Commission, to Ailendra Letsome, Treasurer, National Organization for Women PAC (Oct 13, 

5 2011) (on file at www.fec.gov). The RFAI noted diat the amended reports disclosed a 

6 substantial increase in tfae amount of receipts and disburaements relative to tfaose disclosed in tfae 

7 origuud reports. Id. It further requested tfaat tfae Coinmittee ddier amend the reports or provide 

8 an explanation to darify wfay the additional activity was not provided in tfae origuud rqiorts. Id. 

9 In response to the RFAI, tfae Cominittee filed a Miscellaneous Text Subnussion (Form 99) 

10 explauiing tfaat tfae Cominittee faad conducted a comprehensive, voluntary internal audit of all 

11 fuianoial rqiorting fixim 2008 to present and had filed amendments to correct rqiorting 

12 discrqiandes discovered during tfaat audit National Organization for Women PAC. Form 99 

13 (filed Nov. 9,2011). 

14 RAD referred tfae Committee to OGC fbr fiuluig to disdose recdpts totaling $82,953.49 

15 and disburaements totaling $143.899.65. See Memorandum fixim Patricia Carmona, Cfaief 

16 Compliance Officer, Federal Election Commission, to Andiony Hennan, General Counsel, 
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1 Federal Election Commission (Feb. 2,2012) (faerdnafter "Referral"). 

2 

3 

4 

5 

^ 6 Upon recdpt of tfae Referral, 
P 
Q 7 OGC imtified die Committee about tfais matter on February 3,2012. See Agency Procedure for 
in 
>n 8 Notice to Respondents in Non-Complaint Generated Matters, 74 Fed. Reg. 38617 (Aug. 4, 
VJ 
Q 9 2009). 
in 
H 10 fai response to tfae Referral, tfae Committee again acknowledged tfae reporting errora. See 

11 Letter from Ndl Rdfî  Counsel fiir National Orgamzation for Women PAC and Ailendra 

12 Letsomê  to Erik Morrison, Office of tfae General Counsd, Federal Election Commission 

13 (Mar. 23,2012) (faereuudter '̂ Response"). Tfae Committee requested, however, diat die 

14 Commission take no furtfaer action and send tfae Committee an admonisfament letter, or 

15 alternatively refer the matter to ADR. Id. at 1,3. The Committee explained tfaat tfae 

16 Committee's current officera and compliance staff came into office after a contested dection in 

17 July 2009, and did not discover tfaat tfae Committee's rqiorts contained errora until several 

18 mondis later. Id. at 2. The Coinmittee stated tfaat tfae current officers and cmnpliance stafif were 

19 not able to discuss tfae circumstances regarduig tfae errors witfa tfae prior officers, but undertook a 

20 project to review and correct all rqiorts filed witfa tfae Commission beguming on Januaiy 1. 

21 2008. Id. Tlie Ckmmiittee furtfaer stated diat it is in tfae process of refining its procedures to 
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1 prevent future errora, including training and review by an outside campaign finance consultant. 

2 Id. at 3. The Committee also noted tfaat tfae majority of increased activity consisted of internal 

3 transfera between die National Organization of Women and die Committee, not direct 

4 contributions or disbursements. Id. ail. Finally, tfae Conmiittee noted tfaat, at tfae time tfae 

5 current officers took control of tfae National Organization of Women, it was approximately 

<3D 6 $1,000,000 in debt, and tfae Committee remains "a relatively moribund organization" witfa 
P 
^ 7 continuing financid difficulties. Id. 
O 
in 
U\ 8 B. Legal Analysis 
VJ 
VJ 9 Tfae Federd Election Campdgn Act of 1971, as amended Ctfae Act"), requires conunittee 
P 

^ 10 treasurera to file rqiorts of recdpts and disburaements in accordance witfa tfae provisions of 

11 2 U.S.C. § 434. See 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(1); 11 C.F.R. § 104.1(a). Tfaese rqiorts must include, 

12 inter alia, tfae totd amount of recdpts and disbiusements. See 2 U.S.C. § 434(b); 11 C.F.R. 

13 § 104.3. Tfae Act dso requires conunittees to disclose itemized breakdowns of recdpts and 

14 disburaements; and disdose tfae name and address of eadi person wfao faas made any contribution 

15 or recdved any disbureement in an aggregate amount or vdue in excess of $200 witfain tfae 

16 cdendar year, togetiier witfa tfae date and amount of any sucfa contribution or disbursement See 

17 2 U.S.C. § 434(bX2)-(6); 11 CF.R. §g 104.3(a)(3)-(4). (b)(2)-(4). 

18 Here, tfae Committee did not comidy witfa tfae Act's isporting requirements wfaen it fiuled 

19 to disclose $82,953.49 in necdpts and $143,899.65 in disbursements on its 30 origind rqiorts 
20 listed above. We tfaerefore recommend tfae Commission find reason to believe tfaat tfae 
21 Conunittee violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(b). 
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K. 
^ 1 IV. RECOMMENDATIONS 
P 
in 
1̂  2 1. Open a MUR uiRR 121̂ 04. 
VJ 3 
VJ 4 2. Find reason to bdieve diat tfae Nationd Organization for Women PAC and 
P 5 Ailendra Letsome, in her offidd capadty as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(b). 
^ 6 

7 3. Approve tfae attadied Factud and Legd Andysis. 
8 
9 4. 

10 
11 
12 
13 5. 

' i 
I 
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6. Approve the appropriate letters. 

BY: 
Date 

Anthony Herman 
General Counsel 

Daniel A. Petelas 
Associate General Counsel 

Kadileen M. Guith 
Deputy Associate General Counsel 
for Enforcement 

Rô  Q.HLuckett 
Acting Assistant General Coimsel 

Allison T. Steinle 
Attomey 


